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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

An excursion to the City of St. Albans, on Wednesday, 
15th September, has been arranged through the kind offices of 
Mr. Ernest W. Green, F.L.A., Librarian. It is suggested that 
the following places of interest be visited :— 

The Cathedral Abbey (dating from Norman times). 
2. The Monastery Gateway and old Grammar School. 
3. The Clock Tower (probably unique in this country and 
similar to the Town Belfries in Belgian cities, 1402). 
4. St. Michael’s Church (burial place, with statue, of 
Francis Bacon). 
5. Gorhambury, with ruins of Bacon’s house. 
6. Ruins of Roman city of Verulamium. 
(Tea will be served in the Library at 4.30 p.m.) 

It is proposed that the party shall meet at St. Pancras at 
2 p.m., for the 2.13 train, returning from St. Albans at 7.38 p.m. 
Return fares, revised scale, 5s. 10d. Members intending 
to make the excursion are requested to notify Mr. Ernest Luke, 
F.L.A., Plumstead Library, S.E. 18, before September 8th, so 
that adequate arrangements may be made with the Railway 
Company and at St. Albans. 


The twenty-sixth Inaugural Meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, 13th October, at 7.30 p.m., at the Royal Society of 
Medicine, 1, Wimpole Street, through the kindness of Sir 
John Y. W. MacAlister. Mr. B. M. Allen, Deputy Education 
Officer of the London County Council, will preside. The speaker 
will be announced later. 


NORTH EASTERN BRANCH. 

By the kind permission of Mr. R. Lillie, F.L.A., Borough 
Librarian, the Annual Meeting of the North Eastern Branch will 
be held at Gateshead, on Wednesday, September 29th. 

Part, at least, of the proceedings may be held in the Shipley 
Art Gallery, and members should not miss the opportunity of 
inspecting, under the best of conditions, this interesting addition to 
the galleries of the Northern Counties. 

Particulars of the programme will be circulated later. 

I. BRIGGS, 
Hon. Secretary, 
Public Library, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
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Officers’ Addresses.— Will members kindly note that the 
names and addresses of the Association’s Officers for the present 
year are :—President: Mr. H. M. Cashmore, Reference Library, 
Ratcliff Place, Birmingham. Vice-President : Mr. J. D. Stewart, 
Central Library, Holloway Road, Islington, N.7. Honorary 
Secretary: Mr. G. P. Jones, B.A., Public Library, Bancroft 
Road, Mile End, E.1. Honorary Treasurer: Mr. J. F. Hogg, 
Central Library, Battersea, S.W.11. Honorary Librarian: 
Mrs. Hazard, Central Library, Holloway Road, Islington, N.7. 
Applications for copies of the L.A.A. Series should be made to 
Mr. W. Benson Thorne, Bromley Library, Poplar, E. 14. 


Salaries.—At the present moment there is a_ position 
hitherto unknown in the history of librarianship. It is that 
Local Authorities find themselves quite unable to obtain trained 
assistants at salaries ranging from £180 to £250 per annum. 
Walthamstow failed to obtain two assistants for the advertised 
salary of £200, and, in consequence, propose to take four boys 
direct from school, with a view to training them. Several other 
authorities that we could name have had similar experience. 

Perhaps this changed position of affairs, reflecting as it does 
the spirit of the age, is all to the good, but we are not sure. 

One of the writers of The Library World’s “ Letters on Our 
Affairs’’ referred to the position in the July letter. He does not 
actually say, but he seems to suggest that the salaries being offered 
are adequate, and to marvel that there are no takers.”’ 


In the first place, do Library Authorities really consider that, 
asa rule, they are offering generous salaries for the positions 
they desire to fill ? The writer of the Letter referred to quotes The 
Aithenceum for 2nd July, in which public library positions were 
offered at salaries of £180, £220, and £250 per annum. Of course, 
these salaries sound high if we set them against the pre-war 
pittances, but when we remember that the present purchasing 
power of the sovereign as compared with the pre-war base year 
is about seven shillings, they become reduced to something like 
£63, £77, and £87 respectively. Relatively, therefore, it looks 
as though, in some cases, Authorities are actually offering less 
than they did before the War. 

Another factor that has to be borne in mind is that the 
holders of very many positions at those pittances were living at 
home, whereas now it is desired to bring in people who will have 
to pay heavy charges for board and lodging. Frankly, we do not 
see how a man can be expected to live in lodgings and to keep 
up an appearance on much less than £250 a year. 

In view of the future that some of us believe lies ahead of 
our profession, is there a remedy for this state of affairs? We 
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are supposed to have received our “charter of liberty’ with the 
removal of the penny rate limitation, and there is no end to the 
possibilities of the library service in the future. It is obvious, 
however, that unless authorities can secure at least a consider- 
able proportion of trained workers, progress is going to be 
hampered, and librarianship left much where it has been for so 
many years. 

Walthamstow, as we have said, proposes to take four boys 
from school and to train them for their work. In this connec- 
tion we notice that the writer of the Letter suggests that 
rather than by offering larger salaries, the solution of our troubles 
may be that “ untrained men will be appointed at the lower rate, 
or, as is even more likely, most of the jobs will go to women.” 


We think that such a statement as this should not be allowed 
to pass unchallenged. The L.A.A. is not a Trades Union, but 
the “ dilution of labour” has been for many months a vexed one 
with all the principal Unions, and when we hear of such a 
suggestion as the above, we begin to see why the working man 
will not allow outsiders to enter his trade. If the principle is 
allowed to pass, authorities can scarcely be blamed for employing 
untrained youths and girls in preference to trained assistants, 
because they are cheaper. 

Moreover, in view of the extension of our work in the future, 
we do not think it is just that the few remaining trained assistants 
should have the whole burden of responsibility thrust upon them, 
because authorities do not choose to offer such salaries as will 
attract trained men and women where such are required. 

Finally, and most serious of all, we feel that if this attitude is 
persisted in, it must ultimately re-act on the chief positions. If 
trained assistants are not as necessary as we have for so long 
claimed they are, then surely the common impression must be 
allowed to pass that anyone with average business ability can be 
a librarian. 

We do not wish to dwell much on the vexed question of the 
employment of women, but we protest emphatically against the 
suggestion that “ most of the jobs will go to women,” merely 
because they are cheaper than men. As an Association we have 
no objection whatever to the employment of women, but we do 
claim that they should receive equal remuneration for equal service. 

Quite recently, the authority of a celebrated Public Library 
system advertised for a female assistant in charge of a large 
and very busy branch library, at a commencing salary of £160 
rising to £180. This position (formerly known as a Branch 
Librarianship) was held in pre-war days by a man at a salary of 
£200 a year. The pre-war equivalent of the salary now offered is 
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about £56, so either our late colleague was grossly overpaid, or 
the authority considers that women can be obtained infinitely 
cheaper than men. 

We could pursue the subject further, but refrain for want of 
space. We should like to make one thing perfectly clear, however, 
viz., that we are not all out merely for the big wage. Many of us 
are prepared to render the best possible service to our employers, 
and to take an interest in things germane to librarianship which 
take us beyond thoughts of mere monetary remuneration. We 
do contend, however, that our efforts in this direction should 
receive a reasonable recognition in the shape of the all-necessary 
salary. This is where we have a grievance, too. Most of the 
post-war scales of salaries that we have seen, appear to take no 
account of qualifications whatever. The principal thing that 
governs a man’s salary appears to be his age. We recognise 
that this secures to every man or woman a living wage, but at 
the same time we do suggest that something over and above 
should be given to those who, at considerable expense and 
sacrifice of leisure, have striven to excel in the profession of 
their choice. 

Some of our readers may disagree with the views given above. 
If so, we hope they will let us have their own views, which we 
shall be happy to publish as far as space permits. 


The School of Librarianship.—The Syllabus for the 
forthcoming session is now ready, and copies may be obtained on 
application to the Secretary, University College, Gower Street, 
W.C.1. At the recent Examination conducted by the School, 
of the ninety-eight students who had entered, twenty-nine 
were candidates at the Examination, which forms the first part of 
the Diploma Examination. The Sir John MacAlister Bursary 
was awarded to Hester Raven-Hart, and the Director’s Prize in 
Book Selection to Francis W. Thompson, B.A. 


The Library Association Election.—On the whole we 
regard the L.A. Council Election as satisfactory from our point 
of view. Of the thirteen candidates recommended to be voted 
for, six were successful. We are particularly gratified to learn 
that our ex-honorary secretary reached an exceptionally high place 
on the London side, having secured 237 votes, which placed him 
only third from the top of the London poll. 


The Honorary Assistant Editorship. — We regret to 
announce that Miss M. E. Day has been compelled to resign the 
office of Honorary Assistant Editor, as she may be leaving 
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England almost immediately. We should like to express our 
indebtedness to Miss Day for her work in connection with the 
distribution of this Journal, and to offer her our best wishes in 
connection with her work at the Library of the League of Nations 
at Geneva. The Honorary Editor would be glad to hear from 
any member willing to accept the office, and will be pleased to 
supply any particulars upon request. 


Mr. Lewis’s Address.—Librarians in different parts of 
the country have been much interested in the Address of 
the Rt. Hon. Herbert Lewis, M.P., at the Annual Meeting of the 
L.A.A., and have obtained copies of it for distribution among 
their committees. A few copies still remain, which may be 
obtained from the Honorary Editor at three-pence each, post free. 








REVIVAL OF THE MIDLAND BRANCH. 


Since June, 1915, a lapse of nearly five years, proceedings of the Midland 
Branch have been suspended. The Branch was successfully revived on 
Thursday, July 8th last, when upwards of thirty members and friends 
gathered for a meeting in Birmingham. By the kindness of Messrs. Cadbury 
Bros., Ltd., a visit to their works at Bournville had been arranged. In many 
respects Messrs. Cadbury Bros’. great undertaking well repays a visit. 
Whether regarded as a great example of industrial organisation or as a 
wonderful achievement in social betterment, it is the result of lofty ideals of 
citizenship, coupled with high imagination, applied to trade and industry. 
No royal estate could be more lovely or more perfectly kept than the grounds 
set apart for the use of their workers—an emerald realm fringed with the 
smoke of Birmingham. Such solicitude as Messrs. Cadbury Bros. show for 
their army of workers, in this as in countless other ways, is perhaps a 
promise for the industrial future which may make us less forlorn. The 
visitors were each presented with a ‘‘ souvenir,’’ and the party entertained to 
tea, so rounding off a very interesting and instructive visit. 

The evening meeting was held at the Birmingham Central Reference 
Library, where the use of a room had been kindly granted by the Chief 
Librarian (Mr. Walter Powell) to whom also the Branch was much indebted 
for his sympathetic co-operation in making the meeting a success. The 
Chairman (Mr. H. M. Cashmore), in presenting the minutes of the previous 
meeting, recalled how much the Branch had suffered in the loss of several of 
its most prominent members. In particular, Mr. H. W. Checketts, who had 
been killed in action, would be for ever regretted by his colleagues. Passing 
to the prospects of the Midiand Branch, Mr. Cashmore dealt in some detail 
with the advantages which new members might expect from their connection 
with the National Association. One of its features, which he hoped would 
be resumed, was the Annual Easter School—of all the Association's activities 
probably the most entirely satisfying. The Midland Branch had suffered so 
severely owing to the war that only by a large addition to its present mem- 
bership could it regain its former position. If only on the ground of 
professional solidarity, Midland assistants could not afford to remain outside 
the Branch. As a result of Mr. Cashmore’s appeal, 32 names were sub- 
mitted for election. 

The Treasurer of the Branch (Mr. H. Woodbine) presented a statement 
as to its financial position, and announced the increase in subscriptions as 
agreed at the last annual meeting of the Association. The announcement of 
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the election of the Chairman (Mr. H. M. Cashmore) to be President of the 
Association was received with applause, and a motion of warm congratula- 
tion was unanimously carried. 

Mr. F. W. C. Pepper (Birmingham Reference Library) then read a paper 
upon ‘* Picture Collections,’’ in which he dealt with fulness upon principles 
of selection and the most usual methods of arrangement. 

In the absence of Mr. Duncan Gray (Librarian to the Warwickshire 
County Council) his paper on ‘* Rural Libraries’ was read by Miss Cant, of 
the Birmingham Reference Library. Mr. Gray's long and able paper was 
illustrated by large scale diagrams. H.G. 


SOUTH COAST BRANCH ANNUAL MEETING. 


The Eighth Annual Meeting of the South Coast Branch was held on 
Wednesday, July 14th, at the Portsmouth Town Hall. This was the first 
occasion upon which the Branch had been enabled to meet at Portsmouth, 
and a splendid attendance of members helped to make the meeting a great 
success. In addition to Mr. Hutt (Chief Librarian) and his staff, Winchester, 
Gosport, Southampton, Worthing, Hove, and Brightonall sent representatives. 
The members met at 2.15 p.m. at the Central Library, being received by 
several of the Aldermen and Councillors on the Library Committee and the 
Chief Librarian, Mr. Hutt and his wife. The Library was first inspected, the 
Bindery claiming perhaps most attention. The Town Hall was then visited 
under the guardianship of Mr. Hutt, and after an interesting half-hour there, 
the party moved on to the Bishop of Portsmouth’s house. Here they were 
received by Fathers O'Leary and King, whoconducted them over the Library. 
A very fine collection of illuminated MSS., early printed books, bindings, etc., 
had been placed ready for the inspection, and Mr. Hutt and the two Fathers 
spent a busy hour giving lessons in practical bibliography in a most entertain- 
ing manner to an interested audience. 

The visit to the Bishop’s house over, the members availed themselves of 
the Tea kindly provided by the Portsmouth Library Committee, to which 
44 sat down, this being up to the presenta record number for such a meeting. 

The business part of the programme was held in the Town Hall. 
Apologies for non-attendance were read from the Mayor of Portsmouth (Ald. 
John Timpson) and Councillors Porter and Rice, and Dr. Mulvaney of the 
Public Library Committee, Ald. J. C. Wright, Mr. J. H. Hardcastle and Mr 
Hamblyn (Eastbourne), and Miss Frost (Worthing). 

Mr. A. Webb (Hon. Sec.) submitted the Annual Report which showed 
that the Association was still improving its position. The present membership 
is now 45 (2 Fellows, 19 Members and 24 Associate Members). During the 
year 1 member and 8 associates have been enrolled, while 3 members and 
5 associates have resigned. Quarterly meetings have been held at Worthing, 
Brighton, Hove, and Eastbourne, and the interest has been well maintained, 
especially considering the high railway fares and the long distances to be 
travelled by those wishing to attend. The statement of receipts and expendi- 
ture showed a balance of £3 2s. 5d. 

The changes in the officers and committee for the new year are Mr. 
Arthur Webb (Brighton) to be Chairman, Mr. Law retiring after 5 years in 
that office. Mr. Ernest Male (Brighton) Hon. Sec., and Mr. R. W. Lynn 
(Portsmouth) to be a member of the Committee. 

The two half-guinea prizes kindly given by Mr. H. D. Roberts, M.B.E., 
during the year were won by Miss E. Young (Brighton) for her essay on ‘* My 
idea of a Good Junior Assistant,’’ and by Miss K. Mardall (Brighton), for her 
essay on ‘‘ My idea of a Good Senior Assistant."’ 

The Committee have congratulated Mr. H. D. Roberts, M.B.E., an Hon. 
Vice-President of the Branch, on the distinction of the *‘ Chevalier de |'Ordre 
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de la Couronne,”’ conferred on him by H.M. The King of the Belgians in 
recognition of valuable services rendered to the Belgians during the war. 

Mr. Webb (Hon. Sec.) having delivered his Report, took over his new 
duties as Chairman, delivering a few well-chosen remarks. Mr. Hutt was 
then invited to preside over the gathering and called upon Mr. Lynn (Ports- 
mouth) to read a paper by Messrs. Hayward and Lynn (Portsmouth) entitled 
*‘ Ideals and the L.A.A.’’ The resulting discussion was the most animated in 
the history of the branch, and the time passed so rapidly that several assist- 
ants had no opportunity of voicing their opinion. Among those who spoke 
were Councillor Lacey, Mr. and Mrs. Huttand Miss Page (Portsmouth), Miss 
K. Pierce (Kettering), Miss Gerard, and Messrs. Piper, Law and Webb. Mr. 
Hayward replied, and after a hearty vote of thanks to the Portsmouth Public 
Library Committee, Mr. Hutt and staff, the Bishop of Portsmouth and the 
Contributors of the Paper, a memorable meeting was brought to a close. 
The next meeting of the Branch will be held at the Worthing Public Library 
in October, the date of which will be announced later. 


ERNEST MALE, 
Hon. Sec. 





YORKSHIRE BRANCH. 


The members of the Yorkshire Branch held their quarterly meeting at 
Jatley on Tuesday, June 8th. They assembled at the Public Library, where 
they were received by Mr. A. Errington (Chief Librarian), and after inspecting 
the premises paid a visit to Wilton Park and the Museum at the Mansion 
House. Tea was served at the Library, by invitation of Councillor Hamilton 
Crothers (Chairman of the Batley Library Committee), who was accompanied 
by the Vice-Chairman, County Alderman J. W. Turner. 

Replying to a vote of thanks, Mr. Crothers said he was very glad to 
welcome the members to Batley. He appreciated the work done by librarians 
and their staffs, and realised that to a great extent theirs was a labour of love, 
as the remuneration was of itself rarely large enough to attract anyone to the 
profession. However, by the passing of the new Public Libraries Act the 
rate limitation had been removed, and.he hoped this would improve the con- 
ditions of the library service. Mr. Crothers spoke of the importance of circulat- 
ing good books. He reminded us that Milton said ‘‘As good almost killa 
man as a good book.'' He remarked that there were three kinds of books— 
good books, bad books, and poor books—and those in charge of books 
rendered great service by directing readers to the best books. He drew 
attention to the importance of circulating only the best books on any subject, 
but more especially on the sciences, as it was most important that the 
information derived from them should be reliable and exact. In conclusion, 
Mr. Crothers said he thought that a vote of thanks should be given to the 
ladies (Mrs. Crothers and Mrs. Errington), on whom most of the work had 
fallen, and to Mr. Errington, who, with his staff, had arranged things with 
his usual efficiency. 

Alderman Turner, J.P., also welcomed the Association. Speaking of 
the importance of reading good books, he said he had just renewed his 
acquaintance with ‘‘ Adam Bede,’’ after an interval of more than thirty 
years. He found the wonderful study of life as depicted by George Eliot in 
that book as interesting as when he first read it. He said he was very proud 
of the Batley Library, which, he considered, was second to none of its size 
in the North of England. The books in the library had been carefully 
selected, the Library was splendidly organized, and its success was due in a 
large measure to the keen interest and the enthusiasm displayed by their 
Librarian, and the help he received from his assistants. 
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At the General Meeting of the Branch in the evening Mr. J. A. Butter- 
field (of the Commercial Library, Bradford,) presided, and a paper was 
read by Mr. W. Robertshaw (Reference Library, Bradford,) on ‘‘ The True 
Value of Bibliographical Study.’’ Mr. Robertshaw spoke of bibliography 
as being the science of books and the art of discovering book information 
and imparting this information to others. Bibliography was of four kinds, 
namely: historical, which served chiefly the needs of the book collector and 
the student of the art of typography ; eclectic, which was mainly directed 
towards the appraisal of the subject matter contained in books ; commercial, 
the aim of which was to serve as the chief medium of exchange of books between 
book-seller and book-buyer; and inventorial, being the application of 
accounting methods to books considered as personal property. A knowledge 
of bibliography was essential, particularly at such great reference libraries 
as Bradford, Leeds, and Manchester, and were this knowledge lacking much 
of the valuable time of the public would be wasted. One of the many 
functions of library assistants was to help those who were seeking the 
prophecy of the future in the records of the past. It seemed extraordinary 
that while practically every subject had been systematically studied by 
scholars and students, yet that subject which really made such study possible, 
and which simplified and recorded the progress made, was sadly neglected. 
The real value of bibliography in a literary or intellectual sense depended on 
the recognition of its purpose as ancillary to the study of literature, not as 
an end, but as a means to the attainment of knowledge. mw. 





APPOINTMENTS. 


ERNEST Axon, chief assistant librarian, to be deputy chief librarian, 
Manchester. 

Mr. BENNETT, Forest Hill, to be librarian, Sevenoaks. 

“ETHEL G. HAYLER, senior assistant, Croydon, to be librarian-in-charge, 
the Junior Library, Croydon. 

*BEATRICE HOMEWOOD, senior assistant, Gravesend, to be assistant, 
Croydon. 

L. STANLEY JasT, deputy chief librarian, to be chief librarian, 
Manchester. 


[The Library Association Record for July gives the salary of Mr. Jast 
as £750, and of Mr. Axon as £500. As that announcement has already 
given rise to some discussion, we beg to point out that the Civil Service 
Scale of War Bonuses is also in operation, which gives quite a different figure, 
although we are still of opinion that the basic salaries are too low for a city 
such as Manchester. We trust that the error will be corrected in a future 
issue, as it is likely to have an adverse effect at the present time. } 


*THOMAS LOWE, assistant, Hove, to be assistant, Croydon. 

*J. E. WALKER, deputy librarian, Tottenham, to be deputy librarian, 
Fulham. 

Other selected candidates: T. W. E. Batty (Fulham), H. Carpenter 
(Fulham), A. H. Gillgrass (Hull), L. Kirby (Wood Green), and E. Sydney 
(Leeds). 

*W. JACKSON WRIGLEY, F.L.A., sub- librarian, Stockport, to be 
librarian, Liverpool Library, Lyceum. 

“A. H. YATES, senior assistant, Sunderland, to be senior assistant, 


Tottenham. 
* Member, L.A.A. 
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The Bedford Binding. 
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is the latest and improved style without over= 
sewing. 
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Important to Librarians. 
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To Librarians and Assistants in Charge. 
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